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Your Excellency,

I am writing to express grave concern about the ongoing transnational repression targeting human
rights defender Slimane Bouhafs, chairman of the St. Augustine Coordination of Christians in
Algeria; advocate for freedom of expression, democracy, and minority rights. The reach of state
intimidation across borders, including against family members in Algeria, must end.

Algerian security forces abducted Bouhafs in Tunisia, where he held refugee status, subjected him
to ill-treatment, and forcibly returned him to Algeria to face prosecution, a violation of non-
refoulement and an act of transnational repression targeting a defender in exile.

I respectfully urge your authorities to:

1. Immediately end all transnational targeting of Slimane Bouhafs, including surveillance,
defamation campaigns, Interpol misuse, and consular harassment;

2. Withdraw any in-absentia convictions or politically motivated charges tied to peaceful human
rights work;

3. Comply with the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders and OHCHR guidance on
transnational repression;

4. Immediately lift the travel ban imposed on Slimane Bouhafs and on any family members
affected by the same order.

I will continue to monitor this case until Slimane Bouhafs's family and contacts in Algeria can live
free from state reprisal.

Respectfully,
[Your name]

[Your city, country]
8 November 2026



