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THE CASE AT A GLANCE
Yanar Mohammed co-founded Iraq's first network of safe houses for women fleeing
violence. She was shot and killed outside her home in Baghdad on 2 March 2026,
days after returning from Canada.

STATUS Killed

COUNTRY Iraq

W E  C A L L  O N  T H E  A U T H O R I T I E S  T O :

WHAT WE ASK

01 Order a full, independent, and impartial investigation into the killing of Yanar Mohammed,
with timely public reporting on findings.

02 Identify and prosecute those responsible, both the direct perpetrators and any state
officials who ordered, enabled, or covered up the killing.

03 Provide effective reparation to the family of Yanar Mohammed.

04 Take immediate steps to protect other defenders working in the same field from similar
attacks.

Latest updates on this case
Scan the code or visit:
https://humena.org/defenders/yanar-mohammed/



02

DOCUMENTED VIOLATIONS
INTERNATIONAL  STANDARD

Extrajudicial killing International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 6

Threats and intimidation UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, Article 12
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HOW THE CASE UNFOLDED
2003 DEFENDER  ACTIVITY

Co-founded OWFI
Yanar Mohammed co-founded the Organisation of Women's Freedom in Iraq, establishing the
country's first network of safe houses for women fleeing gender-based violence.

2004 THREAT
Recurrent death threats from 2004
From 2004 onward, Yanar Mohammed received recurrent death threats over her work for
women's rights and secularism.

2 March 2026 EXTRAJUDICIAL  KILLING
Killed in armed attack
Two unidentified gunmen on motorcycles shot Yanar Mohammed, 66, outside her home in
northern Baghdad at approximately 9:00. She was transported to hospital but died from her
injuries.

2 March 2026 CONTEXT
Prime Minister orders an investigation
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani ordered an investigation into the killing.

4 March 2026 CALL  BY  OTHERS
International outcry begins
Amnesty International and other rights groups, including FIDH, OMCT and Human Rights
Watch, issued statements demanding a full and independent investigation.

April 2026 CONTEXT
Investigation stalls
More than a month after the killing, the case remains shrouded in official silence with no
perpetrator identified. Rights groups condemn lack of progress.

June 2026 CONTEXT
No one charged after three months
Rights groups reported that no one had been charged or convicted over the killing.
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THE FULL STORY
Update,  13 May 2026:  On 2  March 2026 Yanar  Mohammed (66),  co-founder  and director  of  the
Organisation of  Women's Freedom in Iraq (OWFI),  was assassinated outside her home in northern
Baghdad. Two armed men on a motorcycle opened fire and she died of her wounds in hospital. By June
2026 no one had been charged or convicted, and rights groups continue to demand accountability. She
had built a network of safe houses across Iraqi cities and worked for two decades against domestic
violence, forced marriage, trafficking, and "honour" killings.

Background and Work
Yanar Mohammed co-founded the Organisation of Women's Freedom in Iraq in 2003, at a moment when
the collapse of state institutions left Iraqi women acutely vulnerable to gender-based violence. She built
OWFI into the country's first network of safe houses, operating across several Iraqi cities. The shelters
provided protection, legal support, and emergency refuge to hundreds of women fleeing domestic abuse,
trafficking, and honour-based violence.

Her advocacy extended beyond direct service provision. She campaigned for legal reform, challenged
religious and tribal authorities who sanctioned violence against women, and argued consistently for
secular  governance  and  women's  equality  under  the  law.  Her  work  drew  sustained  hostility  from
conservative political  factions,  militias,  and extremist  groups who viewed her  feminist  and secular
positions as threats.

Threats and Restrictions
From 2004 onward, Yanar Mohammed received recurrent death threats. Armed groups, including ISIS
during its territorial control of parts of Iraq, targeted her with messages intended to force her to abandon
her activism. The threats compelled her at times to limit her public movements and to spend periods
outside Iraq for her safety.

Despite the persistent  risk,  she maintained OWFI's  operations and continued to speak publicly  on
women's rights. The organisation's safe houses remained active, and she remained its public face and
director.

The Killing
Yanar Mohammed returned to Baghdad from Canada in the final days of February 2026. On the morning
of 2 March 2026, at approximately 9:00, she was standing outside her residence in northern Baghdad
when  two  unidentified  gunmen  on  motorcycles  approached  and  opened  fire.  She  was  transported
immediately to a hospital, where medical personnel attempted to treat her injuries. She died shortly
after arrival.

The  timing  of  the  attack,  days  after  her  return  from  abroad,  raised  immediate  concerns  among



colleagues and international observers that her movements had been surveilled. The perpetrators have
not been identified, and no group has claimed responsibility.

Impact and Aftermath
The killing sent a wave of fear through Iraq's women's rights community. OWFI issued a statement
confirming the attack and expressing alarm for  the safety of  its  remaining staff.  Other members of  the
organisation received threats in the days following Yanar Mohammed's death.

Her assassination represents the elimination of one of Iraq's most visible feminist voices and a direct
attack  on  the  infrastructure  of  protection  she  had  built  for  women  at  risk.  The  safe  houses  she
established continue to operate, but the loss of her leadership leaves the network and the broader Iraqi
women's rights movement profoundly diminished.
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SAMPLE LETTER
Copy it, adapt it and send it from your own address.

Your Excellency,

I am writing to demand a full, independent, and transparent investigation into the killing of Yanar
Mohammed, co-founder and director of the Organisation of Women's Freedom in Iraq; advocate for
women's equality and protection from gender-based violence in Iraq.

In brief: Yanar Mohammed co-founded Iraq's first network of safe houses for women fleeing
violence. She was shot and killed outside her home in Baghdad on 2 March 2026, days after
returning from Canada.

I respectfully urge your authorities to:
1. Order a full, independent, and impartial investigation into the killing of Yanar Mohammed, with
timely public reporting on findings;
2. Identify and prosecute those responsible, both the direct perpetrators and any state officials
who ordered, enabled, or covered up the killing;
3. Provide effective reparation to the family of Yanar Mohammed;
4. Take immediate steps to protect other defenders working in the same field from similar attacks.

I will follow this case closely until those responsible are held to account.

Respectfully,

[Your name]
[Your city, country]
8 November 2026


