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Sherifa Riahi is the former executive director of Terre d'Asile Tunisie, an organization that supports

asylum seekers, refugees and migrants, and was prosecuted for aiding irregular migrants. She was
arrested in May 2024 on charges including money laundering and forming a criminal group; the
financial charges were dropped at the close of the investigation, and on 5 January 2026 a Tunis
court gave her a two-year suspended prison sentence and she was released.
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HUMENA - Advocacy dossier Sherifa Riahi

THE CASE AT A GLANCE

Sherifa Riahi is the former executive director of Terre d'Asile Tunisie, an organization
that supports asylum seekers, refugees and migrants, and was prosecuted for aiding
irregular migrants. She was arrested in May 2024 on charges including money
laundering and forming a criminal group; the financial charges were dropped at the
close of the investigation, and on 5 January 2026 a Tunis court gave her a two-year
suspended prison sentence and she was released.

STATUS At liberty

ARRESTED 7 May 2024

COUNTRY Tunisia

SENTENCE Two-year suspended prison sentence (5 January 2026, first
instance).

CHARGES Money laundering and illicit enrichment (dropped during the

investigation)

Forming a group to attack persons and property (dropped during
the investigation)

Complicity in abusing a public official's status to obtain undue
advantage and harm the administration

Sheltering people who entered or left Tunisia irregularly and
facilitating the irregular entry or stay of a foreigner (convicted, 5
January 2026)

WE CALL ON THE AUTHORITIES TO:

WHAT WE ASK

Quash the conviction and drop any charges that remain on record against Sherifa Riahi in
connection with peaceful human rights work.

Confirm publicly that Sherifa Riahi faces no residual travel, financial, or professional
restriction arising from this case.

Guarantee that Sherifa Riahi can resume that work without surveillance, summons, or
further reprisal.

Provide effective remedy for the period of deprivation of liberty already served.

https://humena.org/defenders/sherifa-riahi/ 2/8



Latest updates on this case
Scan the code or visit:
https://humena.org/defenders/sherifa-riahi/
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DOCUMENTED VIOLATIONS

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

Arbitrary detention International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 9

Criminalisation of solidarity International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Articles 21, 22

UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, Article 5

Judicial harassment UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, Articles 9, 12

Prolonged pretrial detention International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 9(3)

03

HOW THE CASE UNFOLDED

March 2023

January 2024

7 May 2024

January 2025

February 2025

15 December
2025

5 January 2026

CONTEXT

Leaves her post at Terre d'Asile Tunisie

She left her post as executive director of Terre d'Asile Tunisie, about 14 months before her
arrest.

INTERROGATION
Questioned by the financial brigade
The financial brigade questioned her for a morning and then let her go.

ARREST

Arrested in the Terre d'Asile Tunisie case

Police arrested Sherifa Riahi in the case against Terre d'Asile Tunisie. She was held about ten
days in police custody before a detention warrant was issued, on charges including money
laundering and aiding irregular migrants.

REFERRAL TO TRIAL

Investigating judge drops money laundering charges and refers her for trial
The investigating judge dropped the money laundering and group charges and referred her,
with colleagues, for trial on a misdemeanour of sheltering a foreigner.

CONTEXT

Indictment chamber reinstates some charges

On the prosecution's appeal, the indictment chamber of the Tunis Court of Appeal confirmed
charges against six staff members, reinstating some initial charges, while confirming that the
money laundering charges and the case against the organization itself were dropped.

HEARING
First hearing before the Bab Bnet Court of First Instance; requests for release refused

CONVICTION

Convicted with a two-year suspended sentence at the second hearing, Bab Bnet
Court

At the second hearing, the criminal chamber of the Tunis Court of First Instance (Bab Bnet)
convicted her of sheltering people who entered or left Tunisia irregularly and of facilitating the
irregular entry or stay of a foreigner, and gave her a two-year suspended prison sentence.



6 January 2026 RELEASE
Released after about 20 months in pretrial detention



THE FULL STORY

Background and Work

Sherifa Riahi served as executive director of Terre d'Asile Tunisie, a Tunisian organization supporting
asylum seekers, refugees and migrants. She left the post in March 2023, about 14 months before her
arrest. Tunisia has become a major transit and destination country for migrants from sub-Saharan Africa,
and organizations like Riahi's have provided legal aid, humanitarian assistance, and advocacy in an

increasingly hostile political environment.

Since 2023, the Tunisian government has intensified its rhetoric and legal action against civil society
actors involved in migration issues. President Kais Saied has repeatedly accused such organizations of
facilitating irregular migration and undermining state sovereignty. This climate set the stage for the

prosecution of Riahi and her organization.

The Arrest and Charges

Riahi was arrested on 7 May 2024. The charges brought against her included money laundering and illicit
enrichment, forming a group to attack persons and property, complicity in abusing an official's status for
undue advantage and harm to the administration, and aiding, transporting, and sheltering foreign
nationals in an irregular situation in Tunisia.

The charge of aiding irregular migrants criminalized assistance that international humanitarian and
refugee law may require or permit. The money-laundering and criminal group charges transformed civil
society funding and programming into national-security threats. These are charges typically reserved for
terrorism, organized crime, or corruption, not for organizations providing legal and humanitarian

assistance to vulnerable populations.

Legal Proceedings and Verdict

In January 2025 the investigating judge dropped the money laundering and group charges and referred
her for trial on a misdemeanour of sheltering a foreigner. In February 2025, on the prosecution's appeal,
the indictment chamber of the Tunis Court of Appeal reinstated some of the initial charges, while
confirming that the money laundering charges and the case against the organization itself were dropped.
On 5 January 2026, after about 20 months in pretrial detention, the Tunis Court of First Instance
convicted her of sheltering people who entered or left Tunisia irregularly and of facilitating the irregular
entry or stay of a foreigner, and gave her a two-year suspended prison sentence; she was released that
night. The money-laundering and other financial charges had been dropped at the close of the

investigation.

The court did not acquit her. The prosecution and her pretrial detention subjected Riahi and her

organization to sustained legal pressure and public stigma.



Context and Implications

Riahi's prosecution is part of a wider pattern in Tunisia. Civil society organizations working on migration,
human rights, and political accountability have faced arrests, asset freezes, travel bans, and judicial
harassment since President Saied's 2021 suspension of parliament and consolidation of executive
power. The charges against Riahi mirrored those used against journalists, trade unionists, lawyers, and
other defenders.

The criminalization of assistance to migrants has had a chilling effect across the Tunisian civil society
sector. Organizations have scaled back programming, closed offices, or ceased public advocacy for fear
of prosecution. Legal representatives like Riahi bear personal risk for the institutional work they
facilitate.

Her release on a suspended sentence offers limited relief in a context where the legal framework
remains unchanged and the political will to prosecute defenders persists. Her case demonstrates how
procedural outcomes can end individual prosecutions without addressing the systemic use of criminal
law to silence dissent and solidarity.



SAMPLE LETTER

Copy it, adapt it and send it from your own address.

Your Excellency,

I am writing about the case of Sherifa Riahi, former executive director of Terre d'Asile Tunisie, a
Tunisian organization supporting asylum seekers, refugees and migrants in Tunisia, who has been
released. I am writing to ask that the case be closed properly and that no further reprisal follows.

In brief: Sherifa Riahi is the former executive director of Terre d'Asile Tunisie, an organization that
supports asylum seekers, refugees and migrants, and was prosecuted for aiding irregular migrants.
She was arrested in May 2024 on charges including money laundering and forming a criminal
group; the financial charges were dropped at the close of the investigation, and on 5 January 2026
a Tunis court gave her a two-year suspended prison sentence and she was released.

I respectfully urge your authorities to:

1. Quash the conviction and drop any charges that remain on record against Sherifa Riahi in
connection with peaceful human rights work;

2. Confirm publicly that Sherifa Riahi faces no residual travel, financial, or professional restriction
arising from this case;

3. Guarantee that Sherifa Riahi can resume that work without surveillance, summons, or further
reprisal;

4. Provide effective remedy for the period of deprivation of liberty already served.

I will continue to follow this case until the record against Sherifa Riahi is cleared and no reprisal

remains.
Respectfully,
[Your name]

[Your city, country]
8 November 2026




