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At liberty Tunisia

Ahmed Souab, a lawyer and former Administrative Court judge, was arrested in Tunisia in April 2025
and sentenced to five years in prison on terrorism and false information charges. On 23 February
2026 the Tunis Court of Appeal cut the sentence to ten months, already served, and two years
suspended, and annulled the administrative supervision; he was released that day.

HuMENA.
Prepared by HuMENA for Human Rights and Civic Engagement · 8
November 2026

Case reference HM-TN-2025-001



HuMENA · Advocacy dossier Ahmed Souab

https://humena.org/defenders/ahmed-souab/ 2 / 8

01

THE CASE AT A GLANCE
Ahmed Souab, a lawyer and former Administrative Court judge, was arrested in
Tunisia in April 2025 and sentenced to five years in prison on terrorism and false
information charges. On 23 February 2026 the Tunis Court of Appeal cut the
sentence to ten months, already served, and two years suspended, and annulled the
administrative supervision; he was released that day.

STATUS At liberty

ARRESTED 21 Apr 2025

COUNTRY Tunisia

SENTENCE Five years in prison and three years of administrative
supervision at first instance (31 October 2025); reduced on
appeal on 23 February 2026 to ten months, already served, and
two years suspended, with the administrative supervision
annulled.

CHARGES Forming and organising a terrorist group (Organic Law 2015-26
on counterterrorism)
Spreading false information (Decree-Law 54 of 2022)

W E  C A L L  O N  T H E  A U T H O R I T I E S  T O :

WHAT WE ASK

01 Quash the conviction and drop any charges that remain on record against Ahmed Souab
in connection with peaceful human rights work.

02 Confirm publicly that Ahmed Souab faces no residual travel, financial, or professional
restriction arising from this case.

03 Guarantee that Ahmed Souab can resume that work without surveillance, summons, or
further reprisal.

04 Provide effective remedy for the period of deprivation of liberty already served.



Latest updates on this case
Scan the code or visit:
https://humena.org/defenders/ahmed-souab/
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DOCUMENTED VIOLATIONS
INTERNATIONAL  STANDARD

Arbitrary detention International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 9

Denial of legal counsel International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 14(3)

Judicial harassment UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, Articles 9, 12

Press freedom violation International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 19

Unfair trial International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 14

03

HOW THE CASE UNFOLDED
April 2025 CONTEXT

Remark about pressure on judges at a lawyers' briefing
At a media briefing by defence lawyers in the 'conspiracy' trial, Souab said that a sword of
Damocles hung over the heads of judges. The remark was distorted on social media.

21 April 2025 ARREST
Arrested in Tunisia
Ahmed Souab was arrested under the counterterrorism law and held for 48 hours without
access to his lawyer or family, then taken to Mornaguia prison.

28 April 2025 PRETRIAL  DETENTION  RENEWED
Investigating judge refuses his release
The investigating judge rejected the request to release Souab.

31 October
2025

CONVICTION
First-instance verdict
The Tunis Court of First Instance sentenced Ahmed Souab to five years in prison and three
years of administrative supervision, after a hearing of less than ten minutes. He was absent
because he refused to appear by video link.

5 January 2026 MEDICAL  EMERGENCY
Severe nosebleeds and loss of consciousness
On that day, Souab suffered acute nosebleeding in the morning, followed by more severe
bleeding in the afternoon that led to loss of consciousness.

10 February
2026

CONTEXT
Human Rights Watch calls his detention arbitrary
Human Rights Watch called his detention arbitrary and urged his release.

12 February
2026

HEARING
Appeal hearing held without his lawyer or the press
The Tunis Court of Appeal heard his appeal. His lawyer and the press were not allowed to
attend.



23 February
2026

APPEAL:  SENTENCE  REDUCED
Appeal court cuts sentence to ten months served and two years suspended
Tunis Court of Appeal reduces the sentence to ten months, already served, and two years
suspended

23 February
2026

RELEASE
Released after the appeal ruling; the suspended sentence still applies
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THE FULL STORY

Background and Work
Ahmed Souab is a Tunisian lawyer and human rights defender who served for decades as a judge at the
Administrative Court. As a lawyer he defended people in the mass 'conspiracy against state security' trial
and spoke out about the independence of the judiciary.  At a media briefing held by defence lawyers in
that trial in April 2025, he said that a sword of Damocles hung over the heads of judges, describing the
pressure on them. The remark was distorted in a social media campaign.

The Arrest and Charge
Ahmed Souab was arrested on 21 April 2025. He was held for 48 hours without being able to contact his
lawyer  or  his  family,  and was then taken to  Mornaguia  prison.  He was charged with  forming and
organising a terrorist group under the 2015 counterterrorism law and with spreading false information
under Decree-Law 54 of 2022. Tunisia's counterterrorism framework has been widely criticized for its
overbroad application to political speech.

The  charge  has  been  used  systematically  against  human-rights  defenders,  lawyers,  bloggers,  and
opposition figures, particularly since the political reconfigurations that began in 2021.

Legal Proceedings and Sentence
On  31  October  2025,  the  Tunis  Court  of  First  Instance  sentenced  Ahmed  Souab  to  five  years'
imprisonment after a hearing that lasted less than ten minutes. He was absent because he refused to
appear by video link. The judgment also imposed three years of administrative supervision to follow the
custodial  term.  Administrative  supervision  typically  includes  reporting  obligations,  restrictions  on
movement, and potential surveillance.

The court  did not  act  on his  lawyers'  request  that  he appear in  person.  Tunisia's  terrorism courts
routinely conduct expedited hearings with limited procedural safeguards, and verdicts are often based
on security-service reports rather than independently verified evidence.

Detention Conditions and Current Status
Ahmed Souab was released on 23 February 2026, after the Tunis Court of Appeal cut his sentence to ten
months, already served, and two years suspended, and annulled the administrative supervision. His
lawyer and the press were not allowed to attend the appeal hearing on 12 February 2026. He had been
held at Mornaguia prison, where in January 2026 he suffered severe nosebleeds and lost consciousness.
The two-year suspended sentence remains on his record; no travel ban or other restriction after his
release has been reported.

People  released in  terrorism-related cases  in  Tunisia  often  face  measures  that  curtail  freedom of



movement  and  expression  for  years  after  the  formal  end  of  detention.  Former  detainees  report
continued surveillance, restrictions on employment, and harassment by security services.

International and Civil-Society Response
Amnesty International condemned his arrest in April 2025, Human Rights Watch called his detention
arbitrary in February 2026, and Front Line Defenders called for his release.

Tunisia's use of terrorism-apology charges has drawn sustained criticism from UN special rapporteurs,
regional mechanisms, and international NGOs, all of whom have called for repeal or amendment of the
law. None of those critiques have yet resulted in legislative reform or a shift in prosecutorial practice.
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SAMPLE LETTER
Copy it, adapt it and send it from your own address.

Your Excellency,

I am writing about the case of Ahmed Souab, lawyer and human rights defender; for decades a
judge at the Administrative Court; defence lawyer in the 'conspiracy' mass trial in Tunisia, who has
been released. I am writing to ask that the case be closed properly and that no further reprisal
follows.

In brief: Ahmed Souab, a lawyer and former Administrative Court judge, was arrested in Tunisia in
April 2025 and sentenced to five years in prison on terrorism and false information charges. On 23
February 2026 the Tunis Court of Appeal cut the sentence to ten months, already served, and two
years suspended, and annulled the administrative supervision; he was released that day.

I respectfully urge your authorities to:
1. Quash the conviction and drop any charges that remain on record against Ahmed Souab in
connection with peaceful human rights work;
2. Confirm publicly that Ahmed Souab faces no residual travel, financial, or professional restriction
arising from this case;
3. Guarantee that Ahmed Souab can resume that work without surveillance, summons, or further
reprisal;
4. Provide effective remedy for the period of deprivation of liberty already served.

I will continue to follow this case until the record against Ahmed Souab is cleared and no reprisal
remains.

Respectfully,

[Your name]
[Your city, country]
8 November 2026


