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Your Excellency,

I am writing to demand the immediate release of Sherwan Sherwani, journalist and human rights
defender; chief editor of Ashur magazine; active member of the human rights organisation 17
Shubat, focusing on corruption and prisoners' rights, currently detained in Iraq, and an end to all
reprisals tied to this case.

In brief: Kurdish journalist who investigated corruption and prisoners' rights in Iraqi Kurdistan,
arrested in 2020 amid a crackdown on protests, sentenced to six years for "threatening national
security," then given four more years in July 2023, two months before his scheduled release, later
cut to two years, and a third sentence in August 2025.

I respectfully urge your authorities to:

1. Release Sherwan Sherwani immediately and unconditionally;

2. Drop all charges related to the peaceful exercise of fundamental rights;

3. Ensure unrestricted access to legal counsel, family, and adequate medical care while in
detention.

I will continue to monitor this case until Sherwan Sherwani is free.
Respectfully,
[Your name]

[Your city, country]
8 November 2026



