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Your Excellency,

I am writing to express grave concern about the campaign of reprisals targeting the family of
human rights defender Raif Badawi, blogger and activist; co-founder of the Free Saudi Liberals
website documenting abuses by religious and morality police. Punishing relatives for the peaceful
work of a defender is collective punishment and a violation of international law.

In brief: Raif Badawi, a Saudi blogger and co-founder of Free Saudi Liberals, served ten years in
prison for posts about free speech and pluralism. He was sentenced to 1,000 lashes, fined one
million riyals, and released in 2022 subject to a travel ban.

I respectfully urge your authorities to:

1. Immediately end all harassment, summons, surveillance, and threats against the family of Raif
Badawi in Saudi Arabia;

2. Cease the use of family members as leverage to pressure Raif Badawi into silence;

3. Drop any fabricated charges against family members and unblock their travel, financial, and
professional rights;

4. Comply with the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, which explicitly prohibits reprisals
against the families of defenders;

5. Immediately lift the travel ban imposed on Raif Badawi and on any family members affected by
the same order.

I will continue to monitor the welfare of Raif Badawi's family in Saudi Arabia and will publicly raise
concerns at every level until the reprisals stop.

Respectfully,
[Your name]

[Your city, country]
8 November 2026



